rather than an expectation of synergism against any particular organism. Attention has been drawn to the dangers of indiscriminately combining antimicrobial agents (Garrett 1958 , Jawetz & Gunnison 1953 . Preliminary work has shown synergism between phenylethyl alcohol and the organic mercurials (Hugo & Foster 1963) .
The future appears to lie more in the understanding of the nature of the resistance of Ps. aeruginosa to chemical inactivation than in the discovering of other new agents. The literature possesses several monuments to the capacity of this beast literally to eat the agents used against it.
We have shown in our own laboratory (Brown & Richards 1965 ) that the resistance of this organism to several agents is drastically reduced in the presence of ethylenediamine tetracetic acid. Also we have shown that cells grown in the presence of Tween 80 are much less resistant to the action of several agents than are cells grown in plain broth (Brown & Richards 1964) . It has been suggested that the resistance ofPs. aeruginosa is connected with its slime production and its membrane permeability both of which may be affected by Tween 80.
The problems of sterilization and preservation have for too long been overshadowed by considerations of tonicity and the attendant calculations now shown to be largely unnecessary. The time seems appropriate, and even overdue, to adjust long-held ideas relating to ophthalmic formulations. The inadequate use made of pharmaceutical advances has recently been discussed .
From the point of view of the physician, the Mrs Beeton approach to prescribing ophthalmic solutions must be abandoned. Adding a 'dash' of Tween 80, a 'pinch' of methylcellulose and a'drop' of chlorhexidine to solutions at random may well result in a very indigestible stew indeed.
Meeting November 101966
The following papers were read on the subject of Sarcoidosis: Encouraged by the favourable results of an opinion poll among ophthalmologists in Switzerland, the authors are investigating possible methods for taking automatically a large part of the history and effecting a part of the subjective examination.
After describing the apparatus under construction the authors discussed the possibility of using the information acquired by the machine for the determination of a provisional diagnosis with the aid of a computer, programmed to give a percentage score for several illnesses. 
